Brett Larson
All I want for Xmas is
a coffee table book

I'wrote a story a year or so ago about a
local photographer, Doug Bennington,
who has been photographing the Mille
Lacs area for the last few years.

After seeing his pictures, I told him he
had to publish a coffee table book,
because to my knowledge there was no
such thing focusing on the wealth of material around the
big lake.

He had a twinkle in his eye that told me he was way
ahead of me.

Doug didn’t waste any time. He didn’t want to fiddle
around with agents and publishers who would exert their
vision on his work and take most of the proceeds to boot,
He decided to publish the book himself using a printer in
Manitoba.

Doug and his wife
Rhonda made the
drive to the printer a
few weeks ago to
approve the final colo
settings and see the
press in action, and
last week he stopped
by the Messenger with
the finished product.

It’s a stunning col-
lection. I"'ve been an
amateur photographer
for many years, and looking at Doug’s work makes me ‘

want to hang up my camera. Rob was paging through it
the other day and said, “I suck. I really suck.”

The book has a great mix of fun photos, nature shots,
and abstract photography. It’s way more than a documen-
tary of the area; it's a work of art,

There's nothing better than seeing an artist’s vision |
realized, and Doug’s done just that. You can buy his
book here at the Messenger and in other locations around
the area. (And no, we're not taking a cut.)



